Sudden fatal cardiac arrest in a child with an unrecognized anterior mediastinal mass.
We report a case of sudden fatal cardiac arrest in a 3-year-old boy. The arrest occurred when he was placed in the supine position by force for a venipuncture. Autopsy revealed a large anterior mediastinal mass. The death was attributed to the airway obstruction and cardiac compression by the mass. Postural change to supine position by force was believed to have triggered compression of the cardiopulmonary system by an unrecognized anterior mediastinal mass, resulting in cardiac arrest.